There are facilities for studying this disease on board the Assam steamers, which fall to the lot of few medical officers in Civil stations; but, unfortunately, medical officers employed on board the vessels hare not shewn such an intelligent appreciation of the subject as could have been wished, or we should have possessed a mass of information which could not have failed to throw some more light upon a disease which has at times been so fearfully destructive on board the Assam steamers.
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Doubts have been expressed as to whether the disease in question is really cholera. I think there can be no doubt in the matter. The symptoms of the disease, as it exists on board the steamers, differ in no particular from those of the cholera one meets with in Bengal; and there is not a single variation or anomaly either in the symptoms of the disease or in its sequela that has not been observed in true cholera. That it should arise spontaneously on board the vessels, without any satisfactory assignable cause, in no way affects its identity, since we are at present ignorant of the fons et origo mali of cholera. Nor does it differ at all in the manner of its propagation.
While on this subject I may observe that some of the medical officers are in the habit of attributing death occasionally to "choleraic diarrhoea," which is rapidly fatal, though the reason is not obvious, unless they think that the absence of one or two symptoms of the group of symptoms which constitutes cholera, destroys the identity of the disease?an idea not entirely confined to them in these hair-splitting days. 
